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City of Elko  ) 

County of Elko ) 

State of Nevada )     SS November 10, 2020 

 

The City Council of the City of Elko, State of Nevada met for a regular meeting beginning 

at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 10, 2020.  Due to the restrictions found in the State of Nevada 

Emergency Directive 006, the meeting was held in the Turquoise Room of the Elko Convention 

and Visitors Authority, 700 Moren Way, Elko. 

 

 This meeting was called to order by Mayor Reece Keener. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Present: Reece Keener  

  

Council Present: Councilwoman Mandy Simons  

   Councilman Robert Schmidtlein 

Councilman Chip Stone 

Councilman Bill Hance  

   

City Staff Present: Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager 

   Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 

   Jan Baum, Financial Services Director 

   Dale Johnson, Utilities Director 

   James Wiley, Parks and Recreation Director 

   Cathy Laughlin, City Planner 

   Michele Rambo, Development Manager 

   Jim Foster, Airport Manager 

   Matt Griego, Fire Chief 

Shane Fertig, Landfill Superintendent 

Jason Pepper, Police Lieutenant 

Paul Willis, Computer Systems 

Shelby Archuleta, Planning Technician 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item 

on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda 

and identified as an item for possible action. ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

Mayor Keener congratulated the Councilmembers elect: Claire Morris and Mandy Simons.  He 

stated we will miss Robert Schmidtlein.  There was a tragic event in our community November 1st 

with the murder of a young lady at McDonalds.  There was a candlelight vigil held in honor of 
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Kylee Leniz.  Mayor Keener asked for a moment of silence to let her family, co-workers, 

classmates and friends know that she is in our prayers. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 27, 2020  Regular Session 

 

The minutes were approved by general consent. 

 

I. PRESENTATIONS 

 

B. Update by Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital CEO Steve Simpson, and 

matters related thereto. INFORMATION ITEM – NO ACTION WILL BE 

TAKEN 

 

Steve Simpson, Administrator at NNRH, said he appreciates the Council giving him a few minutes 

to give an update on what is a happening at the hospital.  Maybe a report like this can become 

something done on a regular basis.  Everyone understands that at the beginning of COVID-19 there 

was a lot of unknown.  We shut down all elective surgery and limit who was in the hospital.  By 

June, we started to understand a bit more and slowly started opening the doors.  Now we are better 

at managing our PPE and elective surgeries.  The hospital is in a good place.  We are safe and 

taking care of our patients and staff.  We have had from no COVID patients to up to five.  Masking 

has been a sensitive subject but he asked that everyone stay diligent in wearing them.   

 

Mayor Keener asked with school being shut down, have they seen more input into the ER for 

household accidents? 

 

Mr. Simpson answered no, nothing out of the ordinary. 

 

Councilman Stone asked if they are getting what they need as far as PPE or if they need some 

assistance. 

 

Mr. Simpson answered they are getting what they need.  China is the main supplier for gowns, 

booties, and masks.  The turnaround for COVID tests has been strained.  They have equipment in 

the hospital to test for COVID.  They also have a good relationship with LabCorp and they are 

getting results back quicker.  They had a very successful flu shot clinic.  He recommended that 

everyone get their flu shots.  They have also been able to hire some new providers.  

 

C. Update on Business Grant Program and Nonprofit Program by Elko County Chief 

Financial Officer, Cash Minor, and matters related thereto. INFORMATION 

ITEM – NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN 

 

Cash Minor, CFO Elko County, explained 23 businesses completed applications.  Clark County 

started this program before we knew the money was available.  This has been a difficult road.  

There are a lot of restrictions since it is federal money.  They have extended the program to 

November 30th and he hopes more people will take advantage of it. 

 

Mayor Keener asked how long would it take for a business to go through the application process. 
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Mr. Minor answered if they are organized they can get through the process within a few days.  But 

not many businesses are that organized.  It also depends on the size of the business and what is 

required. 

 

II. PERSONNEL 

 

A. Employee Introductions: 

 

1.) Kirsten Kowing, Animal Shelter Worker II, Animal Shelter 

Present and introduced. 

2.) Spencer Sutherland, Landfill Equipment Operator, Public Works, Landfill 

Present and introduced. 

 

I. PRESENTATIONS (Cont.) 
 

A. Reading of a proclamation in recognition of November 18–24, 2020 as Flood 

Awareness Week in Nevada, and matters related thereto. INFORMATION ITEM 

– NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN 

 

Mayor Keener read the proclamation. 

 

III.  APPROPRIATIONS 

 

A. Review and possible approval of Warrants, and matters related thereto. FOR 

POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

approve the general warrants. 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

B. Review and possible approval of Print n’ Copy Warrants, and matters related 

thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

approve the Print ‘N Copy warrants. 

 

The motion passed.  (4-0 Mayor Keener abstained.) 

 

C. Review and possible approval of Great Basin Engineering Warrants, and matters 

related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

approve the Great Basin Engineering warrants. 

 

The motion passed.  (4-0 Councilman Schmidtlein abstained.) 
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D. Review, consideration, and possible final acceptance of the Cedar Street 

Reconstruction Project Phase 3, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE 

ACTION 

 

This Project was awarded to Great Basin Engineering in the amount of 

$1,992,039.19 at the Special Council Meeting of April 7, 2020. There were change 

orders on the project in the amount of $4,286.31 for Elko County School District 

and $18,217.66 for the City of Elko for a total change order amount of $22,503.97 

plus a reduction of quantities of $2,809.93. The total contract amount with change 

orders and reductions is $2,011,733.23. Great Basin Engineering has satisfactorily 

completed the project in conformance with the plans and specification. DS  

 

Dennis Strickland, Public Works Director, explained the project consultant was present.  There 

has been a lot of sweat and work to complete this project over the last six years.  During the project 

we found blockages and collapses in the drainage system.  He is very proud of the team that worked 

on the project.  Every phase has been brought in under budget.  He recommended final acceptance. 

 

Lana Carter, Carter Engineering, thanked Council for letting her work on the project.  It has been 

a lot of fun and she likes the forward thinking in using low impact development.  It has been great 

seeing how well this works. 

 

** A Motion was made by Councilman Hance, seconded by Councilwoman Simons, to 

approve Final Acceptance of the Cedar Street Reconstruction Project Phase 3, in the amount 

of $2,011,733.23.   

The motion passed.  (4-0 Councilman Schmidtlein abstained.) 

 

I. PRESENTATIONS (Cont.) 
 

D. Presentation by Elko Police Department on External Vest Carriers, and matters 

related thereto. INFORMATION ITEM – NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN 

 

Mayor Keener noted there were some Scouts present.  He asked Lt. Pepper to give a demonstration. 

 

Jason Pepper, Police Lieutenant, showed Council one of the vests and explained that they cost a 

bit more than regular body armor.  They last about 2 years and far more comfortable.  These are 

optional for the officers right now.  There is a 6-month wait from the manufacturer.  He showed 

the vests to the Scouts also. 

 

III.  APPROPRIATIONS (Cont.) 

 

E. Review, consideration, and possible final acceptance Ruby View Golf Course 

Reuse Irrigation Ponds No. 1 & 2, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE 

ACTION 

 

This Project was awarded to High Mark Construction in the amount of $453,585.50 

at the July 14, 2020 meeting. There were change order quantity overruns in the 

amount of $64,900.70. There were also change order quantity reductions in the 

amount of $17,497.50. The total contract amount with change orders and reductions 
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is $500,998.70. High Mark Construction has satisfactorily completed the project in 

conformance with the plans and specifications. DJ 

 

Curtis Calder, City Manager, explained the project had its challenges due to the timing.  We battled 

the elements a bit.  Now we are in compliance with our NDEP Permit. We will not have to work 

on the ponds for some time.  He recommended final acceptance. 

 

Mayor Keener stated he had the opportunity to visit the site and felt it was done professionally.  

The only thing he noticed was some damage to the fairway but that was expected. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilwoman Simons, 

to approve Final Acceptance of the Ruby View Golf Course Reuse Irrigation Ponds No. 1 & 

2, in the amount of $500,998.70.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

F. Review, consideration, and possible final acceptance of the Elko City Swimming 

Pool Re-Roofing Project, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

This project was awarded to Braemar Construction in the amount of $475,095.31 

at the July 14, 2020 City Council Meeting. There were four change orders 

associated with the project for the amount of $71,839.76 and one deductive change 

order for the amount of $3,295.59 for a grand total of $68,544.17. Total cost for 

this project is $543,639.48. Braemar Construction has satisfactorily completed the 

project with the plans and specifications. CC 

 

Mr. Calder said he reviewed the project with James Wiley, Parks and Recreation Director.  The 

project was very successful.  He felt they added 20 years to the facility by doing this project.  In 

addition to this project, the re-plastering project is underway.  The swimming pool will be in pretty 

good shape come January.  He recommended final acceptance. 

 

**  A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilwoman Simons, 

to authorize Final Acceptance of the Elko City Swimming Pool Re-Roofing Project, in the 

amount of $543,639.48.   

Motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

G. Review, consideration, and possible authorization to purchase approximately 1,705 

square feet, a portion of APN 001-366-003, for future road development/buffer 

requirements, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

In consideration of a possible purchase and authorized by the property owner, Staff 

obtained on appraisal for the north corner of APN 001-366-003 to facilitate future 

road improvements and a buffer area for the intersection of Silver Street and 12th 

Street. A small residential structure is located on the area, presenting significant 

land use and ingress/egress conflicts with Silver Street and 12th Street. Acquisition 

of the property will allow for demolition of the structure, eliminate the land use, 

eliminate the potential ingress/egress conflicts and provide sufficient area for future 

development of road/intersection improvements. The appraisal dated August 25, 
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2020, conducted by Colliers International indicates a hypothetical market value of 

$78,800.00.  SAW 

 

Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager, explained the need for the proposed purchase.  This 

would let us control the frontage on both sides of the street.  The property owners authorized the 

City to move forward with the appraisal.  He has reached out to the business owners and the 

property owners to verify they are willing to sell the property but he has not heard from them.  He 

recommended a time limit for the offer.   

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilwoman Simons, 

to authorize City Staff to purchase approximately 1,750 sq. feet, a portion of APN 001-366-

003, for future road development/buffer requirements, contingent that this will be available 

for the next 120 days and at the appraised value of $78,800.    

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

IV. SUBDIVISIONS 

 

A. Review, consideration, and possible approval of Final Map No. 8-20, filed by 

BDSA, LLC, for the development of a subdivision entitled Tower Hill Unit 4 

involving the proposed division of approximately 8.601 acres of property into 5 lots 

for residential development and 1 remainder lot within the R1 (Single Family 

Residential) Zoning District, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE 

ACTION 
 

Subject property is located northeast of Lamoille Highway and south of Stitzel 

Road. (APN 001-929-125). The Planning Commission considered this item on 

November 3, 2020, and took action to forward a recommendation to conditionally 

approve Final Map 8-20.  MR 

 

Scott MacRitchie, 312 Four Mile Trail, stated he was on the phone and was available to answer 

questions. 

 

Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager, explained the request.  The recommended motion is to 

approve.  He suggested adding to the motion to accept the areas offered for dedication.  When we 

took a look at this area, units 1-3 were able to be serviced by our water system assuming the tanks 

were half full.  They took a look at the grading for this unit and determined that it made sense to 

lower the elevation of this area.   

 

Mayor Keener said when he looks at the design it looks like there is an area that is undeveloped. 

 

Mr. Wilkinson said that section was too high to be serviced at the current elevation.  Staff has met 

with owners of some property on Elko Mountain and they are looking at the possibility of getting 

a tank site dedicated for that next elevation. 

 

Mayor Keener asked Scott MacRitchie is he was good with the conditions listed by the Planning 

Commission. 
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Mr. MacRitchie answered he was.  He thanked Mr. Wilkinson for his comments and he is looking 

forward to that tank site.  

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

conditionally approve Final Map 8-20 for the Tower Hill Unit 4 subdivision, subject to the 

findings and conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission, and accept the areas 

offered for dedication.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Review, consideration, and possible approval to cancel the December 22, 2020 City 

Council Meeting, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Curtis Calder, City Manager, explained that unless there is something pressing, we usually cancel 

the Council Meeting that falls on the week of Christmas.  At this point we do not see a need to 

have a Council Meeting. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if they have the flexibility to move the first meeting in December to about 

mid-month so they can capture anything like payables so they wouldn’t have to wait until 2021. 

 

Mr. Calder answered we could do that.  We would come back with another item to cancel the first 

meeting and then another item to schedule a meeting.  If we see the need for a meeting, we can 

schedule a meeting on top of that first meeting in December but he didn’t think that would be 

necessary. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

approve the cancellation of the December 22, 2020 Council Meeting.  

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

B. Review, consideration, and possible approval of a Performance/Maintenance 

Agreement for subdivision improvements associated with the Tower Hill Unit 4 

Subdivision, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Elko City Code 3-3-21 requires the subdivider to have executed and filed an 

agreement between the subdivider and the City for the required subdivision 

improvements, including stipulations on the timeframe for when those 

improvements are to be completed, and to post a performance guarantee in 

accordance with Elko City Code 3-3-22.  MR 

 

Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager, explained this is routine with subdivisions.  The 

developer has actually executed a copy of the agreement already. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

approve the Performance/Maintenance Agreement for subdivision improvements associated 
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with the Tower Hill Unit 4 subdivision and the developer enter into the agreement within 30 

days.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

VII. 5:30 P.M. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A. Review, consideration, and possible action to adopt Resolution No. 26-20, a 

resolution of the Elko City Council, adopting a change in zoning district boundaries 

from PQP (Public, Quasi-Public) to LI (Light Industrial) Zoning District, 

approximately 2,800 square feet of property, filed by City of Elko, and processed 

as Rezone No. 4-20, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

The Planning Commission considered the Subject Zone Change Request on 

September 1, 2020, and took action to forward a recommendation to City Council 

to adopt a resolution, which approves Rezone No. 4-20. CL 

 

Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager, explained the proposed rezone is associated to the land 

sale to an internet service provider.  We are proposing a zone that is consistent with the other land 

uses down there.  The findings are in the memo.  He recommended approval. 

 

Mayor Keener called for public comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilwoman Simons, to 

adopt Resolution No. 26-20.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

VI. RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 

A. Review and possible adoption of Resolution No. 28-20, a resolution providing for 

the adoption of an amended Interlocal Cooperative Agreement and authorizing the 

membership thereby to the Northeastern Nevada Regional Development Authority, 

and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Copies of Resolution No. 28-20 and the amended Inter-local Cooperative 

Agreement have been enclosed in the agenda packet for review.  CC 

 

Curtis Calder, City Manager, said this has taken several months to get this amended.  From time 

to time it needs to be amended due to members joining or leaving.  This will have to be approved 

by all other members and then sent to the Attorney General for that approval. 

 

Mayor Keener stated he knew it was months in the process.  He understood that Humboldt and 

Pershing will not be participating anymore.  He asked Mr. Calder if they were some of the entities 

that had some of the biggest concerns. 

 

Mr. Calder said this dates back several years.  It expanded to include entities that were actually 

competitors for economic development.  We may make a decision down the road that we can 

handle our own development too. 
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Mayor Keener said he sits on the NNRDA Board and recommended the Resolution.  He called for 

public comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

adopt Resolution No. 28-20, a resolution providing for the adoption of an amended Interlocal 

Cooperative Agreement and authorizing the membership thereby to the Northeastern 

Nevada Regional Development Authority.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

VIII. REPORTS 

 

A. Mayor and City Council 

Councilwoman Simons said the Airport has been working hard to create a 

memorial for those that have been killed in crashes. It is finally coming to 

fruition and a ceremony will be held the 18th.  

Mayor Keener said it is a beautiful addition to the Airport.  

Curtis Calder added years ago, when the Access Air helicopter crashed, 

City Council committed to build a memorial. The City wanted to build a parking 

lot for the memorial but Newmont wanted parking there.  The City waited for 

Newmont to develop it but that never happened.  Now the costs are in the 

hundreds of thousands. Then there was a second accident and Barrick reached 

out to say they wanted to develop a monument near their parking lot. Mr. 

Calder explained to them that they had a location set aside at the airport.  An 

employee for Reach is an artist and developed a concept for a sculpture.  The 

City did budget for some of the Capital Improvements.  The community will be 

blown away when they see it.   The sculptor will be present at the ceremony and 

will be speaking. 

Jim Foster said the sculptor be there to explain the vision. This was 

designed in 2004 and it has taken a while to get to this point. It is something the 

community can be proud of. 

Councilman Schmidtlein said he was at a breakfast meeting with Deputy 

Chief Snyder when he was asked if he was ready to go on a run.  He spent 

Friday and a good portion of Saturday with the Fire Department on a ride 

along.  He recommended other Councilmembers spend some time with the Fire 

Department too.  He will not be at the next Council Meeting.  

Councilman Stone said it is great to see the Scouts at the meeting.  He would 

not be here today if it were not for scouting.   

Mayor Keener reported he had the opportunity to meet with Ricardo 

Higuera, the Mexican consult from Boise.  He comes to town several times a 

year to provide services to Mexicans in the area. He was here to do some special 

COVID testing.  

B. City Manager 

Curtis Calder said Governor Sisolak will have a press conference in about 

ten minutes.  He may be preparing a press release if changes are made.   He 

reminded everyone there will be a Special meeting next Monday.   

C. Assistant City Manager – Update on Emergency Cold Weather Shelter Options 

Scott Wilkinson reported on the City’s involvement provided a warming 

shelter. He has spoken to several hoteliers and he has received a number of 
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responses.  He put together a possible program but it will require that someone 

be willing to enter into a contract with the City.  

Curtis Calder explained he spoke to Wayne Carlson with POOL.  Wayne 

mentioned any type of contract with a hotelier will need to limit liability.  He 

did advise that there are non-profit entities that have specific policies for 

homeless camps. This is not going to be inexpensive.  

Mayor Keener asked about the status of the Veteran’s Cemetery. 

Mr. Wilkinson said the due diligence is going slow and they are looking at 

many different options. 

D. Utilities Director 

E. Public Works 

Dennis Strickland reported Saturday was the annual Fall Clean Up day.  It 

was a quiet day.  There were 228 vehicles, 53 tons and 109 tires.    

F. Airport Manager 

G. City Attorney 

H. Fire Chief 

Chief Griego thanked Councilman Schmidtlein for spending time with 

Department and watching their coordinated layered response.  

I. Police Chief 

J. City Clerk 

K. City Planner 

L. Development Manager 

M. Financial Services Director – CARES Act Funding Update 

Jan Baum said she CC’d Council on the CARES Act Funding reports she 

sent the State. We revised all of our reports from March forward.  She reached 

out to the State COVID Task Force.  She was told that Fire and PD wages can 

be reimbursed when calls are COVID related.  That increased the expenditures 

incredibly.  We will continue to gather our COVID expenditures through the 

end of the year and if we are overspent, then we should be fine. Our ambulance 

broke down during a transport and now we are looking to purchase a new 

ambulance.  It would have to be in service by December 1st.  She said we could 

purchase a new building to give employees space with the CARES Act Funding. 

Mayor Keener thought a good portion of Council’s salaries in the COVID 

funding since they spend a lot of time COVID related.  

Ms. Baum said she would need some kind of backup to verify the 

expenditure.  By the end of the year with November and December wages and 

the ambulance, will be over between $800,000 to $1 million. 

Chief Griego said the ambulance they are replacing was a used unit put 

into service in 2009.  We got all the use we could out of it.  Luckily this money 

was available and the new ambulance will be in service in December. 

Ms. Baum explained there will be some Agenda Management software 

being put into service and we needed to get new IPads for it.  The software will 

not work on the tablets they already have.  IT will be getting in touch with 

Council to get them their new IPads. 

Mayor Keener mentioned that COVID is alive and well in Elko.  Several 

staff members were out due to illness and they are isolating per directives. Be 

conscientious and follow the protocols. 

N. Parks and Recreation Director 
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O. Civil Engineer  

P. Building Official 

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item 

on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda 

and identified as an item for possible action. ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

There being no further business, Mayor Reece Keener adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________          ______________________________ 

Mayor Reece Keener                                       Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 

 
























